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Pre-Appointment Exotic Vet Clinic Vetting Checklist

Companion Reference Sheet for: Exotic Vet Near Me: Questions That Confirm Species Experience
Save this PDF to your phone or print a copy for field reference. This sheet does not replace an exam by a veterinarian. If
your pet is in distress, call a vet now.

Key Takeaways

» Ask how often the examining veterinarian treats your pet’s species, not only whether the clinic sees exotic
animals.

o Ask for examples of recent cases involving the same species and find out which clinician handled them.

» Confirm the clinic can provide the specific diagnostic testing, procedure, anesthesia, or monitoring your pet may
need.

» Board certification can be one sign of advanced training, but it is not the only way a veterinarian gains species-
specific experience.

Ask about referrals, urgent care, and after hours arrangements before an emergency happens.

Bring a patient history and clear records of diet, enclosure setup, behavior, and recent changes.

What Species Specific Experience Means

Question What a useful answer covers

1. Which clinician would examine my The veterinarian’s name, relevant experience, and who provides care when that clinician
pet? is away.

2. How often does that clinician treat A clear description of recent cases, routine appointments, or the clinician’s role in

this species? caring for this species.

3. What concerns do you handle in Whether the clinic can perform the relevant examination, diagnostic testing, treatment,
house? procedure, and monitoring.

4. When do you refer cases elsewhere?  The type of case that triggers a referral, the receiving referral hospital, and how records
and test results are transferred.

5. What is your plan for urgent care and =~ Whether the clinic accepts urgent cases for this species, who to call when it is closed,

after hours? and where patients are sent.

Check Capabilities for Your Pet’s Specific Concern

Estimated service Typical US estimate

Exotic animal veterinary consultation 875

Diagnostic bloodwork, fecal screening, or imaging $95



Questions to Ask Before You Book

Use these questions on the phone or in an email. Ask for specific answers about the clinician, not only the clinic’s
overall services.

Question What a useful answer covers

1. Which clinician would examine my The veterinarian's name, relevant experience, and who provides care when that clinician
pet? is away.

2. How often does that clinician treat A clear description of recent cases, routine appointments, or the clinician’s role in

this species? caring for this species.

3. What concerns do you handle in Whether the clinic can perform the relevant examination, diagnostic testing, treatment,
house? procedure, and monitoring.

4. When do you refer cases elsewhere?  The type of case that triggers a referral, the receiving referral hospital, and how records
and test results are transferred.

5. What is your plan for urgent care and =~ Whether the clinic accepts urgent cases for this species, who to call when it is closed,

after hours? and where patients are sent.

A vague reply such as “we see all kinds of pets” deserves a follow up question. Ask which veterinarian will examine
your pet and what similar cases that person has managed.

A referral is not automatically a warning sign. A veterinarian who identifies a case outside the clinic’'s equipment,
experience, or staffing limits may be making a careful scope of practice decision.
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