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National Exotic Vet Exam, Bloodwork & Imaging Cost Matrix

Companion Reference Sheet for: Exotic Vet Cost: Separate Exam Fees From Diagnostic Bills
Save this PDF to your phone or print a copy for field reference. This sheet does not replace an exam by a veterinarian. If
your pet is in distress, call a vet now.

Key Takeaways

» The exam fee covers the veterinarian's assessment and discussion of initial recommendations. It does not
automatically include diagnostic testing or treatment.

« Estimated US reference amounts include $75 for a routine exam, $165 for an after-hours emergency triage
exam, $120 for a complete blood panel, and $180 for two-view radiographs.

» These are estimates, not guaranteed quotes. Actual fees vary by region, species, clinic, and the services your
pet needs.

» Bloodwork, fecal testing, imaging, medication, sedation, and hospitalization can appear as separate charges on
an itemized estimate.

» A planned recheck, a medical exam for new symptoms, and an urgent assessment may have different purposes
and fees. Ask which visit category applies.

e This guide does not replace an examination by a veterinarian.

What the Exam Fee Pays For

Visit type Estimated US Reference What it describes
range amount
Routine wellness or physical $7510 $145 $75 Estimated exam fee, varying by species and
exam metropolitan area
After-hours emergency triage $165 to $295 $165 Initial emergency assessment before diagnostics or
exam treatment

Which Diagnostic Tests May Be Billed Separately

Listed Reference

Diagnostic service . What it may help assess
estimate amount
Complete blood panel and biochemistry $120 $120 Organ function, calcium, and infection
markers
Two-view digital radiographs $180 $180 Possible Gl stasis, egg-binding, pneumonia,

or fractures

Bloodwork, fecal screening, or imaging, $95 $95 A broad estimate across different
grouped estimate diagnostic services



Checklist for Reviewing an Estimate

Before approving care, ask the veterinary team for an itemized estimate. Clear line items help you compare the
same services rather than an exam-only fee at one clinic with a more complete visit estimate at another.

[ Separate each charge. Ask the clinic to list the exam, each test, sample collection, laboratory processing,
interpretation, medication, sedation or anesthesia, and follow-up care.

[] Confirm the visit category. Ask whether the estimate is for an initial wellness or medical exam, an urgent
assessment, or a recheck.

[1 Ask what is included. Clarify which services are excluded and what could change the total if test results point
to additional care.

1 Understand the purpose and timing. Ask what each proposed test is meant to answer, when results are
expected, and whether the veterinarian considers a staged diagnostic plan clinically appropriate.

[] Discuss limits before deciding. If you cannot approve the full estimate, tell the veterinary team what you can
manage and ask which medically appropriate options are available.

If your pet’s condition may be time-sensitive, contact a veterinarian promptly. Do not delay urgent care solely to
avoid an emergency exam charge.

DID YOU KNOW?

The prevalence of veterinary services for exotic pets in Ireland was 82%

of small and mixed animal clinics of respondents’ practices.

Source: Irish Veterinary Journal
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